CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
THIS book contains the second part of a survey of
some of the present-day problems of Britain's
tropical African colonies. The first part deals
especially with economic problems, and this second part
with the social and political situation: but all problems, of
whatever kind, are considered in relation to the main
problem of reaching full self-governing status.
I dealt first with economic problems because no grant
of self-government can greatly benefit the people to whom
it is made unless they can produce enough wealth to sup-
port an efficient government of their own. No government
can be fully efficient unless the people can afford to pay
taxes large enough to provide the social and economic
services they need for their health and happiness.
Among these services education must rank high if the
people are to be able to judge wisely when ordering the
affairs of their country under any democratic form of
government.
Arthur Bryant has admirably stated the need for a
sound economic foundation in the modern democratic
State:1
An under-nourished man who has been deprived by eco-
nomic circumstances of a decent family life, adequate educa-
tion, the discipline and self-respect of useful labour, and the
background and security of an assured home cannot be ex-
pected wisely to control his own life or that of the nation to
which he belongs. He will, instead, be the prey of political and
economic hucksters and sharks.
1 Illustrated London News, 2 June 1945.